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ARKANSAS LIBRARY COMMISSION HOLDS REGIONAL 
MEETINGS 


Regional meetings sponsored by the 
Arkansas Library Commission were 
held in four cities over the state dur- 
ing the first two weeks in May. On 
May 7 a meeting was held at For- 
dyce, with Dallas County librarian, 
Miss Fannie Smith, as hostess. A 
meeting was held in Arkadelphia at 
the Clark County Library with Mrs. 
Annie Jackson, librarian, as hostess, 
on May 8. The Ozarks Regional Li- 
brary, Clarksville, was host on May 9 
to another regional meeting presided 
over by Mrs. Lucile Murphy, region- 
al librarian. A meeting was held at 
the Mississippi County Library in 
Osceola on May 11, with Mrs. W. B. 
Burkett, member of the Mississippi 
County Library Board, presiding. 


Primary purpose of the regional 
meetings was to discuss an equitable 
distribution of state aid funds. 


The 1950 census will automatically 
necessitate a change in state aid 
grants to established libraries, since 
the formula of our present regulation, 
adopted in 1937, is based on popula- 
tion. The cut in the state aid items 
of the Arkansas Library Commission 
from $50,000.00 to establish libraries 
and $51,000.00 for established libra- 
ries to a combined item of $75,000.00 
will also affect distribution of funds. 
Some change being inevitable, it 
seemed proper to re-evaluate the 
present formula and to discuss other 
factors which might alter the existing 
program of state aid grants. Miss 
Irene Mason, Executive Secretary 
and Librarian, Arkansas Library 
Commission, presided over informal 
discussion on this subject at each of 
the regional meetings. Most of the 
talk centered upon books, salaries, 
and an equalization fund. 


Miss Mason also explained legis- 
lation passed at the last legislative 
session affecting libraries. 


Mrs. Anna Neal Muller and Miss 
Mary Louise Giraud, extension li- 
brarians at the Arkansas Library 
Commission, spoke alternately at the 
regional meetings on reciprocal du- 
ties of librarians and library trustees. 
At the Fordyce meeting on May 7, 
Mr. Frank Wynne, member of the 
Dallas County Library Board, spoke 
on the duties of a library trustee. 
(Mr. Wynne’s talk follows on page 4, 
this issue of ARKANSAS LIBRA- 
RIES.) Mrs. Johnnie Mae Mackie, 
Hot Springs, spoke on this subject at 
Arkadelphia, and Mrs. W. B. Burkett 
did the same at Osceola. 


At the Clarksville meeting, Miss 
Brand of the Fulbright stores exhib- 
ited posters and spoke on the use of 
displays and posters in the library. 
A tribute in memoriam A. Welby 
Young, attorney and member of the 
Mississippi County Library Board, 
was read at the Osceola meeting by 
Mrs. Burkett, board member who 
presided. 


Participation and attendance at the 
meetings was gratifying. The total 
attendance, excepting the staff of the 
Arkansas Library Commission, was 
90. Of this number, 22 were county 
and regional librarians; 8 staff mem- 
bers of a county or regional library; 
4 city librarians, and one staff mem- 
ber; 9 high school librarians; 6 college 
or university librarians; 33 trustees 
of county or regional libraries; 4 trus- 
tees of city libraries; and 7 visitors. 
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TRUSTEE LOOKS TO THE LIBRARIAN 


By Frank Wynne! 


As a trustee of the Dallas County 
Library, and I venture to say prob- 
ably the newest addition to that hon- 
orable board, I take this opportunity 
to speak to you this afternoon on 
“The Trustee Looks to the Libra- 
rian”. 

As one character in American his- 
tory says: “Speak for yourself, John”. 
That is what I shall do today, speak 
not for the Board of Trustees but 
speak as one member of that board. 
I shall speak for myself. I do this 
simply because what I say at this 
time may not be in agreement with 
what the other members of the board 
are thinking. 


As a lawyer, I am in a better posi- 
tion to realize the value of a library; 
more so than other people in the bus- 
iness world. For it is through books 
that I get my thoughts and my little 
knowledge. 


Therefore as a trustee or board 
member of a library, I look to our 
librarian to do this above all: to 
choose good books for her people to 
read.. 


Since life is very short, and the 
quiet hours of it few, we ought to 
waste none of them in reading value- 
less books, cheap books, poor books; 
in a civilized country, valuable books 
should be within the reach of every 
one, printed in excellent form, for 
every one to read. That to me is the 
primary purpose of a library and the 
librarian. 


However, I do want to say this: 
that our library system today is, as 
far as I can tell, working constantly 
toward that goal. 


It seems to me that it is the people 
themselves who are not keeping pace 
with the library. And I venture to 


say that I am probably as guilty as 
the next person. It is so easy to pick 
up a picture magazine or an easily 
read book, and call ourselves using 
the library, instead of picking up one 
of the classics of history and enrich- 
ing ourselves immeasurably by a few 
quiet hours of concentrated reading. 


Just the other day, I was reading 
an essay by John Ruskin, “Of King’s 
treasures”, in which he expressed a 
similar thought. He said: “As a 
school teacher I receive many letters 
from parents respecting the educa- 
tion of their children. In the mass 
of these letters, I am always struck 
by the precedence which the idea of 
a position in life takes above all other 
thoughts in the parent’s mind—more 
especially in the mother’s mind. ‘The 
education befitting such and such a 
STATION IN LIFE’: this is the 
phrase, this is the object always. 


“They never see, as far as I can 
make out, an education good in it- 
self; but they want an education 
which shall keep a good coat on my 
son’s back; an education which shall 
enable him to ring with confidence 
the rich man’s bell—education which 
shall result ultimately in establish- 
ment of a fine home for himself—in 
short, an education which shall lead 
to advancement in life. It never 
seems to occur to the parents that 
there may be an education which in 
itself is advancement in life; and that 
this essential education might be 
more easily got or given than they 
fancy, if they set about it in the right 
way; while it is for no price, and by 
no favor, to be had if they set about 
it in the wrong way.” 


I venture to say that Mr. Ruskin 
was correct in believing that among 
the ideas most prevalent and effec- 
tive in the minds of the _ busiest 


1 Mr. Wynne is a member of the board of Dallas County Library, Fordyce, Arkansas. 
This talk was given at the regional meeting of librarians and trustees at Fordyce, 
sponsored by the Arkansas Library Commission. 
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people, the first (at least that which 
is confessed with the greatest frank- 
ness, and put forward as the fittest 
stimulus to youthful exertion) is this 
ADVANCEMENT IN LIFE. For at 
this time of the year, all over the 
country in every little country school 
up to the biggest of universities, 
you have men speaking to the grad- 
uation classes on how to advance in 
life. 


Then the classes go out into the 
world seeking this advancement; 
longing for the moments when they 
are important enough to sit down at 
some big conference table and talk 
with great cabinet ministers or diplo- 
mats; with some learned men of 
science; longing for the moments 
when they could listen to the words 
from some famous poet; when they 
could, in a sense, walk with kings. 
Yes, they will go out into the world 
and work hard day after day, night 
after night, for this degree of ad- 
vancement in life; when with a little 
effort on their part, instead of spend- 
ing moments talking with these great 
learned men, they could spend hours 
or even days with them, for they are 
lingering patiently in those plainly 
furnished, narrow anterooms, on our 
bookshelves. Therefore, I say that I 
expect the librarian to choose good 
books for the readers of the library 
and also to encourage them then to 
read these books. 


Now the Librarian will say: “Mr. 
Wynne, that is all well and good, but 
we just can’t get the people to read 
these classics”. Time after time, I 
have had a person tell me that he 
“just can’t get a thing out of that 
kind of books. I can’t understand 
that author; he is too deep for me.” 


If I were a librarian, I would prob- 
ably think: What is the use! If my 
people are so dumb that they can’t 
understand anything, then I will get 
them what they can understand. 
However, I am not a librarian, but 
Iam a member of the board; and as 
such I will say this to the librarian: 


Your primary purpose is to get the 
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people to read good books; how you 
do it is another thing. 


You know, I saw a calendar the 
other day that really amused me. 
The picture showed a little red- 
headed freckled-face farm boy out 
digging bait to go fishing. He was 
having a hard time and was sweating 
and groaning and struggling to get 
enough fish worms to go fishing. The 
caption under this picture read as 
follows: 

Sitting and wishing 
Won’t change your fate; 
The Lord provides the fishing, 
But you have to dig the bait. 


Therefore, Librarian, encourage 
your readers to read good books, tell 
them to get down into the book and 
dig for the author’s idea; for when 
you read a book you are seeking the 
ideas of the author and not whether 
you agree with them. Good books 
have treasures stored up in them; 
but, like the silver and gold that God 
has stored up in the mountains, these 
treasures have to be dug out. It 
takes a little effort and a little work 
on the part of the reader, but the 
treasure he will discover is unlim- 
ited. 


The morals of this nation are sink- 
ing lower as the years pass by. 
Throughout the country, one is con- 
stantly hearing or reading about sex 
crimes, gambling, and other forms of 
vice. It has gotten so bad that the 
U. S. Senate has spent hundreds of 
dollars having a Senate Committee 
investigate such matters. 


That committee has brought out 
into the open these immoral actions 
on the part of the people of our 
nation, but that still does not stop 
them. The fundamental question is: 
What is the cause of these existing 
conditions? I do not know, but I 
venture to say that the literature that 
some of the people of this nation are 
reading is not helping things any. 


As a trustee I hold the librarian 
responsible for choosing good books 
for her readers, and I ask her to en- 
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courage the reading of them. If a And in between, on the misty flats, 
librarian does this, then she (or he) The rest drifts to and fro. 
is a good librarian. That is all she But to every man there openeth At 
can do. The rest is up to the readers; A high way and a low. Libr 
they must choose. And every man decideth by tl 
To every man there openeth The Way his soul shall go. Arké 
A way, and Ways, and a Way —John Oxenham. mem 
And the High Soul climbs the High boar 
way, Let us encourage the readers to mem 
And the Low Soul gropes the Low, choose the High Way. them 
them 
rides 
MEMORIAL TO pre 
A. WELBY YOUNG scrip 
; Tr ar ‘ RIES 
A Trustee of the Mississippi County Library 
Th 
The poem of Henry Van Dyke, grateful remembrance for his ex- the 4 
“Marks of a Man”, is so fitting: ample and influence and apprecia- a gor 
“Four things a must must learn to do, tion for his faithful, untiring service 
If he would keep his record true. in the Mississippi County Library. NA 
To think without confusion clearly, That we miss sorely his guidance 
To love one’s fellow man sincerely, in the specific work of providing a 
To act from honest motives purely, home for the County Library. The 
To trust in God and heaven securely.” That we express our deep sense of Foun 
Whereas, our friend and co-worker, oss at his passing and our sympathy jointl 
A. Welby Young, has been taken from +o his bereaved family. a 
. . . S 
this life to be in that greater Realm That a copy of these resolutions be co 
beyond: spread upon the minutes of the Mis- 
Be it resolved: sissippi County Library. aoe 
0 
That we do hereby record our Dorris A. Harrison Burkett 4 
Tucso 
SCHOOL SECTION OFFICERS field 
ature. 
Through error the names of the Wilson High School Library dom”, 
officers of the School Section of the Wilson. Arkansas in 195 
Arkansas Library Association were / dia, \ 
omitted from the January, 1951, issue grown 
of ARKANSAS LIBRARIES. They ‘Secretary on the 
— Miss Frances Nix, Librarian Bry. 
Chairman Smackover High School Library — 
Miss Mavis Rodman, Librarian Smackover, Arkansas mee 
tereste 
NOTICE: COMMISSION OFFICE HOURS on" 
; where 
Due to a change in schedule of open 8 a. m. to 5 p. m., Monday Paris 
office hours for the state offices, the through Friday of each week. The and Dy 


Arkansas Library Commission is now office is not open on Saturday. 
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HOW IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY? 


An invitation to join the Arkansas 
Library Association is being extended 
by the Membership Committee to all 
Arkansas librarians who are _ not 
members. If you know librarians or 
board members who are not now 
members of the Association, give 
them a personal invitation. Tell 
them that membership not only pro- 
vides affiliation with library-minded 
friends in the state, but also a sub- 
scription to ARKANSAS LIBRA- 
RIES. 


The seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the American Library Association is 
a good time to strengthen Arkansas 


representation in our national asso- 
ciation. Every librarian and every 
trustee is needed to share in the 
A.L.A. activities of 1951, with the 
challenging theme, “The Heritage of 
the U.S.A. in Time of Crisis”. 


The success of the Association’s 
program in Arkansas depends on the 
support of the members in Arkansas. 
Do your part by taking inventory of 
your personal membership, and that 
of your library and your trustees. 
Renew your membership if you have 
not already done so; reinstate your 
membership if you have dropped it. 
Join now if you have never been a 
member. 


NATIVE ARKANSAN WINS AWARD FOR BOOK ABOUT 
MODERN INDIA’ 


The coveted Julia Ellsworth Ford 
Foundation Award of $1,250 given 
jointly by the Foundation and Julian 
Messner, Inc., New York publishers, 
has been won by a native Arkansan 
now living in Arizona. 


Chester Bryant, formerly of El 
Dorado, who now owns and operates 
the Tucson Blueprint Company in 
Tucson, Arizona, is the winner of the 
award, an outstanding prize in the 
field of contemporary juvenile liter- 
ature. The book, “The Lost King- 
dom”, will be published by Messner 
in 1951. It is a story of modern In- 
dia, with an Indian boy who has 
grown up in the English Foundation 
on the side of the jungle as its hero. 


Bryant was born in El Dorado and 
recalls that he spent a happy child- 
hood fishing and hunting in nearby 
woods and swamps. He became in- 
terested in painting and drawing at 
an early age and attended the Par- 
sons Art Institute in New York, 
Where he won a year’s scholarship in 
Paris. Traveling by way of Canada 
and England, he eventually returned 


to New York on a freighter and went 
to work in the advertising division 
of General Motors Export Company. 
When he learned that the company 
planned to open a foreign assembly 
plant in Bombay, he applied for a 
job, got it and spent five years in 
India and Burma. 


Perhaps because of outdoor life in 
his south Arkansas childhood, he felt 
a close kinship for the land as well as 
the people, and spent all his free 
time studying jungle life and jungle 
ways. One of the judges called it 
“the best jungle story I have ever 
read”, and another hailed its “poetic 
feeling for the background .. . of that 
ancient, strange part of India”. All 
of the judges are well kown editors, 
teachers and book critics. 


Bryant attended Hendrix College 
and the University of Illinois. He is 
the nephew of Mrs. Curtis Stout of 
Little Rock and his wife is the former 
Miss Katherine Padgett of Bates- 
ville. His mother is Mrs. Mattie 
Hawley Bryant, formerly of El Do- 
rado and now of Tucson. 


1News item reprinted from the ARKANSAS GAZETTE, November, 1950. 
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BOOK REVIEW TEAS IN OUR LIBRARY 


By Annie Mae Alston! 


One of the provisions which our 
new library building affords us and 
one which is dearest to the hearts of 
our library staff is a large seminar 
room with its adjoining kitchenette. 
Such an arrangement has proved to 
be perfect for the book-review teas 
which the library sponsored during 
this year. 


Librarians entertain various no- 
tions about the reasons for such book 
reviews, and exercising our privilege 
of individual thought we decided dur- 
ing this first year to have as our ob- 
jective the cultivation in students of 
an awareness of books in their major 
field of study above and beyond any 
academic reading requirement. The 
fear that students will leave school 
with a distaste for the printed word 
is a very real one in these days of 


Author 
Richards 


Book for review 


Denison 
Remembrance Rock 


The Hinge of Fate 


The Arts and Religion Bailey 


Miracles Lewis 


The teas were kept very informal, 
and students were encouraged to 
come dressed as they were for their 
classes. Perish the thought of a tie 
and coat keeping a boy away from an 
experience that could prove intellec- 
tually stimulating! It is the belief of 
the library staff that these expe- 
riences were just that, and for proof 
we have evidence—excellent atten- 
tion, active participation in the ques- 


Prof. of Education 
Sandburg Head of Eng. Dept. 

Out of My Later Years Einstein Prof. of Chemistry 
Churchill Head of Soc. Science Dept. 
Head of Speech Dept. 


Head of Bible Dept. 


extensive and intensive bibliograph- 
ies. It was hoped that these reviews 
would lend a certain breadth of ap- 
preciation for books that would out- 
live college days and extend to the 
patronage of the public libraries in 
the communities where our students 
finally find themselves. 


To encourage attendance, we 
mailed invitations to members of the 
various groups. A sample invitation 
looked like this: 

You are cordially invited to hear 
Dean Sears review Sandburg’s Re- 
membrance Rock in the seminar room 
of the library, Friday afternoon, 
April 6, at 4:15. We hope to see you 
then and join you in a cup of tea. 


Below our program of reviews is 
given: 
Reviewer Special Guests 
Faculty 
English majors 
Science majors 
Social Science majors 


Music, Speech and 
Art majors 


Bible majors 


tion period that sometimes followed, 
frequent circulation of title reviewed, 
and expressions of appreciation. 


Though the same plan may not be 
followed next year, of this we are 
sure—the library staff will be using 
every means it can muster to create 
in students a reading habit that will 
stay with them when required read- 
ing days are over. 


1Miss Alston is librarian at Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas. 
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NEWS NOTES 


Mrs. Georgiana Greeson returned 
to Harrison recently after receiving 
the B. S. in L. S. degree from Lou- 
isiana State University. She is a 
summa cum laude graduate. Mrs. 
Greeson is on the staff of the North 
Arkansas Regional Library at Harri- 
son. 


Miss Georgena Wright, librarian on 
leave of absence from Southern 
State College at Magnolia, also re- 
ceived a B. S. in L. S. degree from 
Louisiana State University. While 
away from the campus, Miss Wright 
has remained active in supervising 
plans for the college’s new $200,000 
library building, construction of 
which is expected to begin this sum- 
mer. 


Miss Mary Celestia Parler, profes- 
sor of English at the University of 
Arkansas and secretary-treasurer of 
the Ozark Folklore Society, spoke be- 
fore members and friends of the So- 
ciety at a meeting held at the Little 
Rock Public Library on the night of 
May 16. Miss Parler in her talk gave 
the history and background and 
scope of the folklore movement in 
Arkansas. She introduced Mrs. 
Irene Carlisle of Fayetteville, who is 
a folklore research assistant at the 
University. Mrs. Carlisle played a 
series of tape recordings of authentic 
ballads, folk songs and tales gathered 
from various sections of the state. 


Mrs. Almon Faught, Jonesboro, 
Mrs. Lee Martin, Warren, Mrs. I. T. 
Hill, Imboden, and Mr. B. L. Kirksey. 
Rogers, have been appointed to the 
State Library Board by Governor 
Sid McMath. Mrs. Faught will fill 
a vacancy created by the recent resig- 
nation of R. H. Moore, also of Jones- 
boro. Mrs. Faught helped to organ- 
ize the Cranghead County Public Li- 
brary, and has been treasurer of the 
County Library Board. Mrs. Martin, 
as chairman of the library committee 
of the Warren Woman’s Club, spon- 
sored the creation of the Warren Pub- 


lic Library and is still active as a 
member of that Committee. Mr. 
Kirksey, superintendent of schools at 
Rogers, has been appointed to suc- 
ceed Mrs. M. F. Kirby of Rogers. 
Mrs. Hill, active in women’s organi- 
zations, succeeds Mr. J. B. Howard 
of Humphrey. 


Mrs. Hazel Pritchard, librarian of 
Hempstead County Library, has an- 
nounced the opening of a library sta- 
tion at Columbus. Miss Estell Cald- 
well is in charge of the station, which 
is located in the Masonic Hall. 


The St. Francis County Bar Asso- 
ciation has started a law library to 
be placed in the municipal court 
room in Forrest City. 


Miss Ina Helen Knerr, head cata- 
loger in the University of Arkansas 
library and a member of its staff 
since 1919, was one of a group of 
University staff members to receive 
the emeritus rank at the end of June. 


Columbia and Lafayette counties 
have signed a contract to set up a 
two-county general library. Book- 
mobile service is expected to be con- 
siderably increased through the use 
of a new bookmobile with a 2,300- 
volume capacity. Mrs. Jessie Hines, 
librarian at Magnolia since 1943, will 
be bookmobile librarian. Librarian 
for the two-county setup will be Miss 
Florene Jordan. 


The 1951 Scroll, student yearbook 
at Arkansas State Teachers College, 
Conway, has been dedicated to Miss 
Constance Mitchell, librarian at the 
college. The dedication read: “We 
proudly dedicate the Scroll this year 
to Miss Constance Mitchell because 
of her ever-present enthusiasm in the 
affairs of State Teachers College, and 
because we appreciate all of her guid- 
ing influence inside and outside the 
library.” 


The Bank of Melbourne is sponsor- 
ing the operation of the Izard County 
Library during the summer months. 
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Miss Ina Jennings of Melbourne has 
been named librarian. 


Mrs. Anna Neal Muller, Public and 
School Library Consultant, has re- 
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signed her position with the Arkansas 
Library Commission to accept a posi- 
tion as head librarian, Weld County 
Library, Greeley, Colorado, as of 
July 16, 1951. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES FOR 1951 


Education Committee 


Miss Constance Mitchell, Chairman—Arkansas State Teachers College 


Miss Florene Jordan—Magnolia High School 
Miss Grace Upchurch—University of Arkansas 
Mr. Horace Williamson—Union County Library_ 


Legislative Committee 


Mrs. Hazel Deal, Chairman—Washington County Library 
Mr. L. H. Autry—Mississippi County Library_ 


Mrs. Mary Beth Griffith—Cleburne-Independence basen caeene 


Miss Eula McDougal—Mississippi County Library_........___»_»_»_2S 
Little Rock 


Miss Irene Mason—Arkansas Library Commission... 
Mrs. Merlin Moore—Arkansas Library Commission .. 
Judge R. P. Strozier—Sebastian County Library 


Membership Committee 


Miss Anne Early, Chairman—Harding College 


Mrs. James Abraham—Lonoke Public School................--- 


Mrs. Shannon Doss—Monticello High School. 
Mrs. Ben Isgrig—Route 2 Ree ee 
Mrs. Marie Pinckney—Arkansas Library Conndeden 


Program Committee 


Miss Gladys Sachse, Chairman—Arkansas State Teachers College 
Miss Vivian Maddox—Garland County Library 
Miss Mavis Rodman—Wilson High School 


Miss Florence Carmichael—A. & M. College...» 
Mrs. Catherine Chew—Little Rock Public Library...__»»JPL_ 
Mrs. D. D. Terry—Little Rock Public Library_...._._________________ 


Publications Committee 


Miss LaNell Compton, Chairman—Arkansas Library Commission... 
Miss Annie May Alston—Harding College... 


Miss Rhoda Burgess—University of Arkansas 


Miss Mary Clifton—Hot Springs High School...__»_»_»_>__ 
Mr. James Hilliard—Carnegie City Library... = ===>=>=>>=>=ESE 


Mrs. Harris Mackey—Garland County Library 
Miss Lucille Slater—Union County Library 
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